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BODY
MARKS

The “body,” and especially the human body,
generates interest in many aspects of life:
culturally, psychologically, and from the angle
of scientific inquiry. Since the late twentieth
century there is ever increasing investigation
into the body - its beauty and vulnerability, its
power and demise. The female body has been a
dominant subject in feminist art since the 1970s,
stemming from its role in the discourse generated
by Radical Feminism of the time.

The exhibition Body Marks aims to present an
aspect of the contemporary discourse surrounding
the (non-male) body in the field of Israeli art.
Twenty-eight artists confront a range of issues
related to the body in general and their own
bodies in particular through painting, drawing,
illustration, photography, embroidery, video
installation, and sculpture. The body’s positive
and uplifting aspects are presented alongside
its challenging and traumatic facets, a broad
spectrum encompassing fertility, pregnancy,
birth, fear of childbirth, maternal relationships,
self-image, gender and sexuality, queer identity,
the glorification of dark skin and coarse hair,
injury and illness, sexual assault, exploitation

of women, abuse, prostitution, aging, the body’s
imprint, and grief. Though these issues may
appear to be personal, Feminist Theory (and
praxis), however, have taught us that the personal
is political. Every stage of life is comprised within
the wide range of gender power relations explored
in this exhibition.

“The Personal is Political,” is the title of a 1969
article by feminist activist Carol Hanisch; the
concept became a central organizing principle of
feminist discourse and remains a cornerstone of
itsideology to the present day. Hanisch states that
female examination of life experiences and daily
thoughts - “Do I want children?” “How does my
earning potential affect my relationship with my
spouse?” “Am I too fat? Too skinny?”-isin facta
social and political act, rather than an individual,
therapeutic one. Notably absent in the works on
display is the depiction of physical or geographical
spaces (even when referenced in the text). Many
of the images presented seem float in an empty
void, disconnected from both context and solid
ground. The resulting perspective evolves from
the personal and biographical to the universal
and political.

In the past, topics such as sexual assault and rape
were considered scandalous and thus taboo.
Since the 2000s, issues such as these —alongside
othersrelated to gender, sexual identity, ethnicity,

and gender fluidity - have increasingly occupied a
place of importance in the local artistic landscape.
The trauma caused by an assault (from stares
and comments to physical harm) is examined in
many of the exhibition’s works.

The exhibition strives to provide a platform for
women and non-binary artists from across the
country, from all segments of Israeli society,
and of all ages. My hope is to contribute in a small
way to the hegemonic trend which persists today
in which female artists remain underrepresented
in Israel’s art museums.

Carmel Goffer
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